
DAVID BROOKS   
Born 1975 – Brazil, Indiana 
 
 
EDUCATION  
2009 MFA, Columbia University, School of the Arts, New York  
2000 BFA, The Cooper Union, School of Art, New York  
1998 Städelschule, Staatliche Hochschule für Bildende Künste, Frankfurt am Main, Germany  
  
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS  
2020 
The Great Bird Blind Debate, (with Mark Dion), Planting Fields Foundation, Oyster Bay, NY (book) 
 
2019 
Umwelts 2019 (As the Crow Flies), Cheekwood Museum of Art, Nashville, TN 
 
2018 
Rock, Mosquito and Hummingbird (A Prehistory of Governors Island), Season Two, commissioned by the 
Trust for Governors Island, NYC (book) 
 
2017 
Continuous Service Altered Daily, Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts, Omaha, NE 
Case Study: Weld County, Gregory Allicar Museum of Art, Fort Collins, CO 
Rock, Mosquito and Hummingbird (A Prehistory of Governors Island), Preview, commissioned by the Trust 
for Governors Island, NYC 
 
2016 
Continuous Service Altered Daily, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT (catalog) 
 
2015 
A Day in The Life of The Coral (as seen at Brewster Reef), Fringe Projects, Museum Park, Miami, FL 
 
2014 
Repositioned Core, Visual Arts Center, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 
Lonely Loricariidae, Art Basel Statements, Basel, Switzerland  
 
2013 
A Proverbial Machine in the Garden, Storm King Art Center, New Windsor, NY 
Gap Ecology (Three Still Lives with Cherry Picker and Palms, Socrates Sculpture Park, with "Marfa 
Dialogues/NY" 
walk following the Florence city boundary line (by Daniel Maier-Reimer), CLAGES, Cologne, Germany 
 
2012 
Notes On Structure [imbroglios, heaps and myopias], American Contemporary, New York 
Picnic Grove, Cass Sculpture Foundation, West Sussex, UK  
Sketch of a Blue Whale (enlarged to scale 23m, 154 tons), Cass Sculpture Foundation, West Sussex, UK 
 
2011 
Desert Rooftops, Art Production Fund, Last Lot, New York  



2010 
Terra Firma, Centro Medico Santagostino, Milan, Italy    
Trophic Pyramids and their Producers, Armory, New York 
 
2009 
Naturae Vulgaris, Museum 52, New York  
 
2008 
Quick Millions, Museum 52, New York 
 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS   
2020 
Cinque Mostre. American Academy in Rome, Rome, Italy 
Stayin’ Alive, Another Space, New York, NY 
in the ever-changing world in which we live…, The Storefront, Bellport, NY 
 
2019 
Occupy Colby, Colby College Museum of Art, Waterville, Maine 
The Commuter Biennial, Gables Hispanic Cultural Foundation, Miami, FL (catalog) 
Artists Need to Create on the Same Scale that Society Has the Capacity to Destroy: Mare Nostrum,  

curated by Phong Bui and Francesca Pietropaolo, Collateral Event of the 58th International Art 
Exhibition—La Biennale di Venezia, Chiesa di Santa Maria delle Penitenti, Venice 

Phallicies. A Guide to the Field, Mildred’s Lane, Mountaindale, NY 
 
2018 
Indicators: Artists on Climate Change, Storm King Art Center, New Windsor, NY 
A Fountain for Bad Tölz All!, Galerie für Landschaftskunst, Halle Süd, Bad Tölz, Germany 
Hyperobjects, curated by Laura Copelin and Timothy Morton, Ballroom Marfa, Marfa, TX 
Arts in Foggy Bottom Outdoor Sculpture Biennial, Foggy Bottom Association,  
Fish House, Cooper Union School of Art, NYC 
Encampment. A Guide to the Field, Mildred’s Lane, Mountaindale, NY 
Pollinators, Cahoon Museum of American Art, Cotuit, MA 
Trap, Where projects, curated by Lucy Hunter and Raphael Lyon, NYC 
 
2017 
Nischenhain, curated by Karsten Födinger, Simultanhalle – Raum für zeitgenössische Kunst, Cologne, 
Germany 
Occupy Mana: Artists Need to Create on the Same Scale That Society Has the Capacity to Destroy, curated 
by Phong Bui, Mana Contemporary–Glass Gallery, Jersey City 
The Idea of the Free River Zone, Galerie für Landschaftskunst at the Heidelberger Kunstverein, Heidelberg, 
Germany 
Overload, Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, Miami, FL 
 
2016 
Zabludowicz Collection at Taidehalli Helsinki, Taidehalli, Helsinki. 
Freie Flusszone Süderelbe, Galerie für Landschaftskunst in Kunstverein Langenhagen, Langenhagen, 
Germany 
INTERVENTIONS 3, Curated by Isidro Blasco and Piril Günduz, 1608 President Street, Brooklyn 
Time Capsule, Kunsthalle 3000 Joburg, Beyers Naudé Square, Johannesburg, South Africa 



The Ocean We Inhabit, organized by Planet Art Fund, with Joan Jonas and Pablo Helguera, National 
Aquarium, Baltimore, Maryland 
2015 
Social Ecologies, curated by Greg Lindquist, The Brooklyn Rail Curatorial Projects, I.C., NYC 
Free River Zone Südelbe, Galerie für Landschaftskunst, Hamburg, Germany 
SupraEnvironmental, Katonah Museum of Art, Katonah, NY 
Double Take, curated by Diana Campbell Betancourt, Nature Morte, New Delhi, India 
Made in New York, curated by Robert Dimin, Blueshift Project, Miami, FL 
 
2014 
One Work, Tang Museum, Saratoga Springs, NY   
Free River Zone Conference NYC, Galerie für Landschaftskunst, the Goethe Institut, NYC 
Walden, revisited, deCordova Museum, Lincoln, MA  
Nuit Blanche, Toronto   
The Fifth Season, James Cohan Gallery, NY   
Late Harvest, Nevada Museum of Art, Reno, NV   
Scripted Spaces, curated by Cecelia Stucker, Martos Gallery, Los Angeles   
Great Expectations, Diet Gallery (now Nina Johnson Gallery), Miami, FL 
 
2013 
DOWNTOWN, James Cohan Gallery, Shanghai, China   
Stress Tests: Un-Sites No. 1-2 & 3-5 (homage to Gordon), NADA Special Projects, New York 
Süden, collaboration with Daniel Maier-Reimer, Deutsche Bank Kunsthalle, Berlin 
The Wall, Marlborough Chelsea (now Marlborough Contemporary), New York 
Drawings, Drawing Storage, Vicolo del bosco, 5, Bologna, Italy 
Cumuli/Consistency, Drawing Storage at Kunst und Kultur am Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz e.V, Berlin, 
Germany 
Artist of the Month Club, curated by Omar Lopez Chahoud, Invisible Exports, NY 
Ecotopia, Southern Alberta Art Gallery, Lethbridge, Canada 
Ecuador, The Dogs, Petrella's Imports, NY 
 
2012 
Changwon Sculpture Biennale, Changwon, South Korea 
Transactions, LeRoy Neiman Gallery, Columbia University, New York 
Ruins in Reverse, Room East, New York 
Dona Nobis, Concrete Utopia, Brooklyn (brochure)   
PROLEGOMENA, presented by Gresham's Ghost presents, Jack Hanley Gallery, New York 
Ecotopia, Kitchener Waterloo Art Gallery, Kitchener, Ontario 
The Brucennial 2012, Bruce High Quality Foundation, New York 
Honey Me To Tears, a retro/prospective, Honey Space, New York (catalogue)   
 
2011 
The Wilderness, curated by Rene Morales, Miami Art Museum, Miami (brochure) 
Oceanomania, curated by Sarina Basta and Cristiano Raimondi, Nouveau Musée National de Monaco, 
Monaco (book)    
Voyage On Uncanny Seas, curated by Mark Dion, Diet Gallery (now Nina Johnson Gallery), Miami 
Kontinentdurchquerungen, Galerie für Landschaftskunst, Halle Sud, Bad Toelz, Germany 
Bold Tendencies 5, London, UK 
 



Transactions, Galeria Horrach Moya, Palma, Spain; Traveled to Centro Cultural de España en Guatemala, 
Gutatemala City 
Fluss Frei Zone, Galerie für Landschaftskunst, Hamburg, Germany 
Dirt Don’t Hurt, curated by Bill Saylor, Jolie Laide Gallery, Philadelphia 
you are here forever......., curated by Omar Lopez Chahoud, Carol Jazzar Contemporary Art, Miami   
 
2010 
Greater New York, Museum of Modern Art PS1, L.I.C., NY (catalogue)    
Knight’s Move, curated by Fionn Meade, Sculpture Center, L.I.C., NY (catalogue)    
Strange Travelers, curated by Mark Dion, Tanya Bonakdar Gallery, New York   
 
Portugal Arte, curated by Johannes VanDerBeek, Lisbon, Portugal 
BiodiverCITY, curated by Natalie Jeremijenko, Gallery at the Embassy, Embassy of Australia, D.C.   
The Backroom, Greater New York, MoMA PS1, L.I.C., NY 
Flags | Clouds | Clouds | Fish, NADA Special Projects, Miami 
Common Jive, curated by Julie Fishkin, Elizabeth Foundation, New York 
Blatt Spezial 04.05.2010. Blatt Spezial edition, Frankfurt am Main (brochure)  
2010 Visiting Artist Exhibition, The NOCCA Institute, New Orleans 
Natural Renditions, curated by Diana Campbell and Eric Gleason, Marlborough Gallery, New York 
Seedlings, curated by Regine Basha, The Dallas Contemporary, Dallas 
No Show, Spencer Brownstone Gallery, New York 
Renovating Walden Lyceum, under the auspices of Mildred’s Lane, Tufts University Art Gallery, Boston 
(catalogue)    
 
2009 
Impermanent Collections, Art In General, New York (brochure)      
On From Here, Guild and Greyshkul, New York   
The Fuzzy Set, LA><ART, Los Angeles   
EAF ’09, Socrates Sculpture Park, L.I.C., NY (brochure)    
Aggregate, Westport Arts Center, Westport, CT   
The Kings County Biennial, James Fuentes LLC, New York   
Nada County Fair, curated by Johannes Vanderbeek, NADA Invisible Spaces, Brooklyn   
Time Pyramid, Silver Shed, New York   
Everybody’s Got (more Money Issues), Area Chicago, Chicago   
system:system, St. Cecilia Convent, Brooklyn   
Exhibition 2.10242009, MVSEVM, Chicago   
New Perspectives, Affirmation Arts, New York 
 
2008 
Cube Passerby, Gavin Brown’s Enterprise at Passerby, New York   
Blank ’08, Beijing, China (catalogue)  
“Monumental Sculpture,” curated by Kevin Zucker, Eleven Rivington, New York 
Without Walls, Museum 52, New York (catalogue) 
Where Are We?, Pearl Gallery, Stone Ridge, NY   
 
2007 
Circumventing the City, D’Amelio Terras Gallery (now D’Amelio Gallery), New York   
Dream of Today, curated by Amy Smith-Stewart, Steve Turner Contemporary, Los Angeles   
The World is Yours, Oliver Kamm Gallery, New York   
To Build a Fire, curated by Yuri Masnyj, Rivington Arms, New York    



 
 
 
AWARDS/RESIDENCIES   
2019 
Rome Prize, American Academy in Rome, Rome, Italy (Feb-July 2020) 
 
2016 
Smithsonian Artist Research Fellowship, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. 
 
2014 
Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA  
Visual Arts Center, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX  
 
2011 
Río Mamoré: Last Untouched Corner of the Amazon – research grant, Explorers Club, New York   
Hamburg Gastatelier Fleetinsel, Hamburg, Germany 
 
2010 
Foundation for Contemporary Arts grant, New York  
de la Cruz Collection Residency Program, Miami  
 
2009 
Marie Walsh Sharpe, Space Program, Brooklyn, New York  
Emerging Artist Fellowship Program, Socrates Sculpture Park, Long Island City, NY   
Aquatic Biodiversity of Peruvian Amazon – research grant, Coypu Foundation, New Orleans 
The Compass Fund – scholarship, Columbia University, New York 
 
2008 
D’Arcy Hayman Scholarship, Columbia University, New York  
Visiting Artist Lecture Series Fellowship, Columbia University, School of the Arts, New York 
 
2007 
Merit Fellowship, Visual Arts Division, Columbia University, New York  
 
2000 
Ruth Gutman Epstein Memorial Prize, NY Artists Equity Association, New York  
 
 
CURATORIAL PROJECTS  
2012 
Land Art, a curated symposium with panelists: Sina Najafi, Mierle Ukeles, Natalie Jeremijenko, and Kate 
Orff, Times Square Visitors Center, New York  
 
2009 
Lorem Ipsum Dolor Sit Amet, (w/ Kevin Zucker), Nieman Gallery, New York  
Master Class / Gamefeed, (taxidermy & cooking demonstration), Museum 52, New York 
 
 
 



PROJECTS  
2019 
THE UN-BORED-WALK. Mildred’s Lane Historical Society, Beach Lake, PA. A design and build study 
with fellows at Mildred’s Lane, of emergent walks interrupted by navigating the actual and the man-made. 
 
2018  
Brooks, David. Rock, Mosquito and Hummingbird: A Prehistory of Governors Island, a book published by 
the support of the National Endowment for the Arts to the Trust for Governors Island. 
 

David Brooks Oral History, a cross-generational film series by Storm King Art Center to interview and 
record artists’ oral histories of working at Storm King. 
 
2016 
David Brooks, Coloring Book. A coloring book for ages 0 to 100 that is illustrated by a group of high school 
students based on their interpretation of the numerous titles associatively given to each of the components in 
the Continuous Service Altered Daily exhibition at the Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum. 
 

Animal Services Department, permanent installation for Miami-Dade Art in Public Places, Miami, FL 
 

La Esmeralda. Book project and commission by Mark Pezinger Verlag, Vienna, Austria, and further 
supported by the Smithsonian Artist Research Fellowship. Artist book conceived as a sprawling map book 
that unfolds into a sculptural installation that maps the historical and topical intersections of geology, 
politics, biodiversity, economics, literature and anthropology of La Esmeralda, Amazonas, Venezuela, into a 
single map atlas. 
 
2015 
New York Close Up, Art21, PBS documentary film series 
 

Sandhills Institute: Contemporary Art: Ranching, Community and Ecology 
An ongoing project with Mel Ziegler in collaboration with ranchers of the Sandhills, Nebraska; around 
issues of water use, ranching practices, pivot farming and the complex and fragile ecologies that keep this 
place sustainable—all in the context of art and education.   
 
2014 
Archive within an Archive within an Archive, Artist Project, Cabinet Magazine  
 
The Art Assignment, PBS video series   
 
2013 
If You Could Only Imagine, Red Magazine printed project 
 

Artist of the Month Club, curated by Omar Lopez Chahoud, Invisible Exports, NY   
 
2012 
Aquatic Biodiversity Survey of the Southern Ecuadorian Amazon: Part II of a III-Part Survey. Ecuador 2010 
Aquatic Biodiversity Survey of the Southern Peruvian Amazon: Part I of a III-Part Survey. Peru An ongoing 
project with Dr. Nathan Lujan, in conjunction with Texas A&M University and the Coypu Foundation of 
New Orleans, to survey and inventory the poorly studied aquatic biodiversity of rivers draining the southern 
Peruvian Andes into the Amazon Basin.  
2009-present 
Pond House Pond – Mildred’s Lane Historical Society, Beach Lake, PA. An ongoing project to integrate 
systems of landscape design, aquacultural dwelling, progressive sustainable technologies and the notion of 



Earthworks; to conceptualize, design and build a complete aquatic environment for both humans and non-
humans – in collaboration with Mark Tholman, Mark Dion, Natalie Jeremijenko and J. Morgan Puett.   
 
 
 
2005 
Planetary Biodiversity Inventory: All Catfish Species Inventory, Amazon Basin expedition. Under the 
auspices of John Lundberg of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences. An ongoing project to 
describe all extant planetary catfish species.   
 
2000 
Houses X Artists, Open Office – Arts + Architecture Collaborative, NY. A collaborative design project, 
traveling exhibition and catalogue in which nine artists reinvent the house as a spatial and social entity.  
 
1998 
Hall of Biodiversity, American Museum of Natural History, Exhibitions department, New York    
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Editors. What to expect from Art Basel 2014. Phaidon (June 16th) 
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LECTURES / EVENTS  
2019 
Visiting Artist and Lecturer, Boston University, Boston, MA 
Visiting Artist and Lecturer, SUNY Purchase School of Art, Purchase, NY 
Slide Slam Lecture between David Brooks and Mark Dion. The Union, Brooklyn, NY 
Visiting Artist and Lecturer, Syracuse University College of Visual and Performing Arts, Syracuse, NY 
Lecturer, The Commuter Biennial, at Nina Johnson Gallery, Miami, FL 
 
2018 
Lecturer and Panelist, with Ellie Ga and Nora Lawrence on the occasion of Indicators: Artists on Climate 
Change, Explorers Club, New York City 
Panelist, with the Brooklyn Rail on the occasion of “Occupy Mana”, Mana Contemporary, Jersey City 
Presenter, Galerie für Landschaftskunst, Hamburg, Germany 
Lecturer, Vizcaya Museum, Miami, FL 
 
2017 
"Agriculture Is Exploding" artist talk with lead scientist at the Land Institute, Brandon Schlautman, Bemis 
Center, Omaha, NE 
Visiting Lecturer, CHM Sculpture Park and Fellowship program, Baltimore, MD 
Visiting Artist and Lecturer, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NYC 
 
2016 
In Dialogue with Timothy Morton and David Brooks' Continuous Service Altered Daily, The Aldrich, CT 
Visiting Artist Scholar Program, University of Georgia, Lamar Dodd School of Art, Athens, Georgia 
Visiting Artist and Lecturer, SANDBOX, Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland 
humanimalands, panel discussion w/ David Brooks, Una Chaudhuri, and Harrison Atelier, School of Visual 
Arts, NYC 
Visiting Artist, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO 
 
2015 
Independent Curators International, lecture with curator Meredith Johnson, NYC 
Lecturer and Visiting Artist, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
Speaker, Brushstroke to Bulldozer to Biodiversity - A Public Symposium on Art and Environmentalism at 
Drew University 
Lecturer, Colgate University, Hamilton, NY 
Lecturer and Visiting Artist, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA 
 
2014   
Unscripted Bal Harbour, lecture and conversation with curator Meredith Johnson, Bal Harbour, Miami, FL 
Lecturer, Nevada Museum of Art, on the occasion of the annual Art and Environment conference, Reno, NV 
Lecturer, University of Texas at Austin, Department of Art and Art Hisotry, Austin, TX 
Slide Slam Lecture between David Brooks and Mark Dion. Univ. of Texas at Austin 
Lecturer, The Tang Museum, Saratoga Springs, NY 
A Life of Hyperobjects – As Told Through a Short and Leaky History of Floods, a performance lecture as 
part of Art Los Angeles Contemporary, Los Angeles, CA 
Lecturer, Goethe-Institut, New York 



 
2013  
Marfa Dialogues, panel discussion between urban designer Claire Weisz, artist Mary Mattingly and David 
Brooks, on issues of urban environmental action and intervention, Socrates Sculpture Park, NY 
Slide Slam Lecture, “Artists in Conversation, David Brooks with Mark Dion,” Storm King Art Center, NY   
“Artists in Conversation, David Brooks and Mierle Laderman Ukeles,” Storm King Art Center, NY 
City as Living Laboratory, collaborative walk and talk with biologist John Waldman, Mary Miss Studio, NY   
Lecturer and Visiting Artist, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA   
Columbia School of the Arts, lecture with Matthew Palmer, Ph.D., Department of Environmental Biology; 
Columbia University, NY   
“Artists on Artworks,” The Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY   
Lecturer and Visiting Artist, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR   
Lecturer and Visiting Artist, The Creative India Public Art Intensive, Mumbai, India   
“Megalops atlanticus” – An Afternoon of Fauna: From Ants to Whales, New Museum, NY. In association 
with the Rosemarie Trockel’s exhibition “A Cosmos” and Cabinet magazine 
2012 
Performance lecture, Museum Het Domein, Sittard, the Netherlands  
Fair for Knowledge: American Fauna, Cabinet magazine, Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum   
Visiting Artist/Lecturer, Rhode Island School of Design, Painting Department 
Lecturer, Collage Plus ART TALK, Seoul, Korea   
A Short but Leaky History of Floods, a performance lecture as part of Swarmings by the Mildred’s Lane and 
the Mildred   
Complexity, MoMA Studio: common Senses exhibition, New York   
 
2011   
Lecturer, de la Cruz Collection, Miami   
Visiting Artist/Lecturer, Rhode Island School of Design, Sculpture Department 
Visiting Artist/Lecturer, Virginia Commonwealth University, Sculpture + Extended Media Lecturer and 
Visiting Artist, Mildred’s Lane Historical Society, Beach Lake  
Lecturer, SUNY Purchase School of Art and Design, Purchase, NY   
Lecturer, Ursinus College, Collegeville, PA  
 
2010 
Lecturer, Artists Present, Museum of Modern Art, New York  
Lecturer and Visiting Artist, Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore   
Lecturer, Museo de Historia Natural Javier Prado, Lima, Peru   
 
2009 
Lecturer, City College of New York, School of the Arts, New York   
Visiting Artist/Lecturer, The New Orleans Center for Creative Arts, New Orleans 
Panelist, Socrates Sculpture Park, LIC, NY   
Lecture & Workshop, A History of Scientific Illustration, Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences 
 
TEACHING   
2013 – 2020 
Professor, Interdisciplinary Sculpture, Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore 
 
2015 
AUO Mentor (Art-Uni-On), Department of Art, Seoul National University, Korea 
 



2012   
Adjunct Instructor, Interdisciplinary Sculpture, Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore 
Instructor, Painting Department, Rhode Island School of Design, Providence 
Instructor, Parsons The New School for Design, New York 
 
2011 
Adjunct Instructor, Interdisciplinary Sculpture, Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore 
Visiting Professor, Parsons The New School for Design, New York   
Instructor, Painting Graduate Program, Rhode Island School of Design, Providence   
 
 
2010 
Instructor, Columbia University, New York   
Assistant Professor of Fine Arts, Haverford College, Haverford, PA   
2009 
Assistant Professor of Fine Arts, Haverford College, Haverford, PA   


