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At the Austin Core Research Center (CRC) of the 
University of Texas there is a hangar-sized warehouse 
containing an archive of more than two million core 
samples. The stories buried within these stones laid dor- 
mant for 250 million years before excavation. 
 
As samples were originally collected and shuttled from  
one lab to another in glass vials, there was a risk that the 
movement would agitate the sediments and break the vials. 
One obvious solution to the problem of excessive rattling 
was to simply stuff the day’s newspaper into each drawer.  
 
By doing so, a third archive was incidentally amassed, 
offering accounts of the topical and quotidian goings-on of 
the day. Spanning news between the wars and after, this 
archive also laid dormant until a group of art students from 
the University of Texas at Austin accompanied me in 
February 2014 to reawaken these artifacts of a bygone era. 
 
—Excerpted from the artist’s text in Cabinet Magazine 
  



	  
	   	  



	  
	   	  



 


